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Core Question

The main question for this reflection assignment is:

How will the concepts introduced during the course impact your data science practice?

Your task is to write a reflective essay addressing this question. The goal for you is to critically analyze and connect the course content with your current and future data science practice.


Key Guidelines

1. Be Analytical, Not Just Descriptive

· Don’t simply retell what was covered in the course. Instead, critically analyze the topics and reflect on how they influenced your thinking and practice.
· Write about your thoughts, feelings, and experiences during the course.
· Reflect on both the positive and negative aspects of your learning experience.

2. Engage Critically

· Reflect on the situations discussed in the course—what was effective, what could have been done differently, and how you would approach similar problems in the future.

3. Structure and Organization

· Your essay must be organized into the four phases of reflective activity (next page).
· Use the provided writing prompts for each phase to guide your reflection.

4. Format Requirements

· Write in full sentences—do not simply list thoughts or ideas.
· The essay should be at least six pages (three sheets)  long, written by hand.
· Ensure your handwriting is clear and legible. If multiple examiners cannot read your work, it may not be graded.



Scoring Criteria

· Each phase will be graded on a pass/fail basis.
· To pass a phase, you must address all prompts meaningfully and demonstrate a clear and thoughtful reflection.
· Failing even one phase will result in failing the entire reflection assignment.



By following these instructions, you can demonstrate your ability to critically reflect on your learning and its impact on your data science practice. 





The Four Phases of Reflective Activity

You must structure your essay into the following four phases.  Each phase is graded on a pass/fail basis. To pass a phase, you must address all prompts for that phase meaningfully and clearly.


► Phase I: Awareness of Your Current Data Science Practice

Reflect on your data science practice before attending this course.

· What was your practice?
· What is the context in which you work (e.g., your environment, the problems you face)?
· Why do you practice data science the way you do?


► Phase II: Clarify the New Learning and Its Relation to Your Current Understanding

Analyze what you learned in the course and how it connects to your existing knowledge.

· What was the course trying to achieve?
· What new skills or concepts did you learn that can improve your practice?
· What interventions or approaches did the course propose, and why?


► Phase III: Integrate the New Learning into Your Current Data Science Practice

Discuss how the course content has influenced your practice.

· How does this new learning relate to what you knew or did before?
· How has it shaped your decision-making during the course?
· How has it impacted your personal views?


► Phase IV: Anticipate or Imagine the Nature of Your Future Data Science Practice

Reflect on how your practice will evolve as a result of this course.

· How will you apply your new knowledge to improve your practice?
· What choices do you have, and what are their consequences?
· How do you feel about the changes and improvements you anticipate?







Good luck! 
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